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SUBJECT: BELGIAN VIEWS ON U.S. NUCLEAR POLICY 
REF: (A) STATE 133489, (B) STATE 122509 

1 . WE PRESENTED REFTEL A TALKING POINTS TO FONTAINE AND 
HERPELS OF FOREIGN MINISTRY'S SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
ON JUNE 16. THEY LISTENED WITH GREAT ATTENTIVENESS, AND 
WERE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED TO UNDERSTAND PRECISELY OUR 
POSITION RELATIVE TO INDEFINITE DEFERRAL OF COMMERCIAL 
REPROCESSING IN THE U.S., AND OUR GROUNDS FOR QUESTIONING 
THE ADVANTAGES OF RECYCLING PLUTONIUM IN LIGHT WATER 
REACTORS. HERPELS REMARKED RELATIVE TO DEFERRAL OF 
COMMERCIAL REPROCESSING THAT WHILE IT IS RELATIVELY EASY 
TO HALT OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH, IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFI- 
CULT TO START UP AGAIN ONCE A DETERMINATION IS MADE THAT 
IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO DO SO. THE TIME AND INVESTMENT 
LOST WOULD IN FACT BE MUCH GREATER THAN THE PERIOD OF 
DEFERRAL ALONE IMPLIES. 

2. AS FOR RECYCLING OF PLUTONIUM IN LWR'S, HERPELS SAID 
THAT WHILE IT MAY BE THE CASE THAT THERE IS LITTLE OR NO 
DIRECT ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE TO PLUTONIUM RECYCLING 
(REFTEL A, PARA 4), THE REASON BELGIUM IS PROCEEDING WITH 
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THE PLUTONIUM CYCLE IS NOT SO MUCH ECONOMIC AS IT IS TO 
BETTER ASSURE ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF NUCLEAR FUEL AND TO 
ATTAIN A GREATER DEGREE OF ENERGY SELF-SUFFICIENCY. 

FURTHERMORE, BELGIUM SEES ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGES FROM THE 
STANDPOINT OF PHYSICAL SECURITY TO BEING ACTIVE IN THE 
ENTIRE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE AT INTEGRATED SITES, THEREBY 
ELIMINATING MANY OF THE DIFFICULTIES ASSOCIATED WITH 
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PHYSICAL TRANSFER OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS, ESPECIALLY SPENT 
FUEL. 

3. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE EVALUATION 
(INFCEP), THE BELGIANS REITERATED THEIR INTEREST AND 
INTENTION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM. THEY LOOK FOR 
WARD TO BEING KEPT INFORMED ON A CURRENT BASIS OF THE 
RESULTS OF MEETINGS SUCH AS THAT OF THE SEVEN SUMMIT 
COUNTRIES ON JUNE 8-9. EC MEMBERS WILL FIRST BE 
COORDINATING THEIR INTENDED ROLES IN INFCEP AT THE 
EC LEVEL TO DETERMINE WHAT AREAS EURATOM IS COMPETENT 
TO WORK IN. AFTER THAT IS AGREED UPON AMONG THE NINE, 

THEY WILL CONSIDER ADDITIONAL AREAS IN WHICH MEMBER 
COUNTRIES MIGHT WORK. ONE POSSIBLE AREA OF INTEREST FOR 
THE BELGIANS WOULD BE SPECTRAL SHIFT MODIFICATIONS 
(REFTEL B, PARA 2.G.1 1), BECAUSE BELGIUM IS COLLABORATING 
WITH THE UK IN THIS AREA THROUGH THE VULCAN PROJECT. 
HERPELS ALSO ASKED US TO NOTE THAT SOME OF THE SUBJECTS 
SUGGESTED FOR INFCEP ARE ALREADY BEING HANDLED IN EUROPE, 
AND THIS FACT SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN PLANNING. 

IN PARTICULAR SHE MENTIONED PARAGRAPH 2.G.3 AND 2.G.4. 
EURODIF AND EURINCO ARE EXAMPLES ALREADY IN EXISTENCE 
OF SIGNIFICANT "JOINT PLANNING TO ENSURE ADEQUATE 
CAPACITY" AND "MULTINATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS" OF THE 
TYPE APPARENTLY CONTEMPLATED IN OUR REVISED APPROACH 
PAPER. CHAMBERS 
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